
The existing state-of-the-art 
building, which opened its doors 
in 1998 is still one of the best 
facilities in Yorkshire.

However, with shifting trends 
determining how funeral 
directors need to evolve in order 
to meet the changing needs of a 
changing society, the decision has 
been taken to build a one storey 
extension to the front of the 
existing Bradford Road facility.

Edward Box said: “My brother 
Andrew has been instrumental 
in pushing this forward, and we 
have engaged the services of 
top architect, Edward Park, to 
complete the design and plans, 
which have already been given the 
green light by Kirklees planners.

“There will be a new large room 
to the front of the building giving 
relatives the option to hold their 
funeral tea – or ‘wake’ as the Irish 
call it – at Box’s funeral home, 
rather than at a local hotel or club.”

Andrew said that a new ‘reality’ had 
prompted his call for the new facility.

“At one time the cortège left the 
family home, however, as people 
live longer, many find themselves 
spending their remaining years in 
a care home, often long after they 
have sold their own property.

“That means there isn’t always 
a family home from which the 
cortège can leave, so more and 
more individuals request that it 
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In the last edition we 
managed to squeeze an 11th 
hour paragraph into our 
Welcome column, heralding 
the arrival of an extension to 
the Dewsbury funeral home 
on Bradford Road.  Well, here’s 
a little more information 
now that we have had the 
opportunity to consult 
further with our architect and 
Kirklees planners.

2013 will be an exciting year 
for EF Box as we take another 
major step in the evolution 
of our 160 year old company, 
and we’ll be keeping you 
abreast of developments 
over the coming months.

Meanwhile, we have 
included a few paragraphs 
for IT cynics! Read about the 
confusion that reigned in 
the Worthing area when that 
great saviour of mankind – 
the computer – went horribly 
wrong leaving funeral 
directors in a whirl!

And, if you’re into boats 
or water sports, the latest 
creation by a firm of Hong 
Kong architects may be just 
the ticket! Not forgetting, of 
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course, that great icon of the 
1930’s and 40’s, Bing Crosby.

Enjoy the read and, as always, 
we welcome your comments 
be they in writing or by email. 
You can always drop our 
editor, Phil Hopkins a line on  
philh@theh2.co.uk, or even go 
onto the Eric F. Box website  
(www.efbox.co.uk) and make 
your thoughts known to  
us there.

Cultures all over the world 
have numerous traditions 
concerning death rites and, 
according to anthropologists, 
they include traditions occurring 
at the time of death and during 
burial itself. Death rites usually 
include religious beliefs and 
characteristics of local culture.  

In Vietnam when some family 
member is about to die everyone 
gathers around him/her. These are 
known as the moments of silence 
when the eldest son or daughter 
bends towards the dying person to 
hear a few last words. 

Then the eldest member of 
the family suggests a name for 
the dying person. It is believed 
inappropriate to keep the name 
a person used when he/she was 
alive. Vietnamese men usually 
get the name “Trung” meaning 
faithfulness or “True”, representing 
loyalty, whilst women are usually 
named “Trinh” meaning devotion 
or “Thuan” meaning harmony. 

According to an old Vietnamese 

tradition, after the body has been 
washed and dressed, a chopstick 
is put between the teeth and a 
tiny amount of rice and three coins 
placed in the mouth of the deceased.

In the north of Vietnam people are 
traditionally buried in the piece of 
land where they used to live so it 
is not strange to see a grave in the 
middle of a rice paddy. After two 
years, the family of the deceased 
will dig out the body remains, 
clean the bones and bury them 
again in the family garden. 

Also in Vietnam there is a belief 
that some fake money has to be 
put under a rock close to the grave. 
This is done to help the deceased 
in his journey to the next life.

Source: http://traditionscustoms.com

The changing face of funerals in the UK has been a primary factor 
in bringing about the largest extension to Box’s Dewsbury funeral 
home, since it opened more than a decade ago.

Vietnamese 
mourners

Architect images of the extension to 
Dewsbury Funeral Home



For 30 years, between 1927 and 1956, Bing Crosby 
was a looming presence in America’s cultural 
landscape and, at the peak of his career in the 1930’s 
and 1940’s, he was thought by many to be the most 
famous American alive. For much of that period, he 
was undoubtedly the most admired, and the cycle of 
“Road” pictures with Bob Hope established Crosby as 
a great comic actor.

Crosby’s reputation faltered along with his music after 
his death, in 1977, when his eldest son, Gary Crosby, 
published a bitter memoir describing the unflappable 
Bing administering vigorous corporal punishment. 

And yet in 1946, three of the five top-grossing 
Hollywood pictures (“The Bells of St. Mary’s,” “Blue 
Skies,” “Road to Utopia”) were Crosby vehicles; for five 
years running (1944 to 1948), he was No. 1 at the box 
office; his radio programmes (1931 to 1962) attracted 
at their wartime peak as many as 50 million listeners, 
and he recorded nearly 400 hit singles.  

On the afternoon of Oct 14, 1977, Bing teed off on 
the La Moraleja golf course near Madrid, Spain, 
finishing 18 holes, however, after his final putt he 
was walking to the clubhouse at about 6:30 when he 
collapsed and died from a massive heart attack.

Bing’s funeral began at 5 a.m. Oct. 18, 1977 at Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Culver City, California. The late 
signer specified that only his wife and 7 children 
should attend, but Kathryn invited Bing’s siblings as 
well as Bob Hope, Rosemary Clooney and Phil Harris. 

Bing’s grave is near the entrance to the cemetery 
and his headstone reads ‘Beloved By All. Harry Lillis 
“Bing” Crosby. 1904-1977’, reflecting the belief at the 
time that Bing was born in 1904 instead of 1903. 
Bing is buried next to his first wife, Dixie Lee, and his 
parents. He is buried 9 feet deep so that Kathryn can 
be buried with him. 

Iconic Funerals: 
Bing Crosby (1904-1977)Improved IT systems enable 

things to be done quicker, 
however, when there’s a blip 
chaos often ensues, as funeral 
directors in Adur and Worthing 
found out.

Traditionally funeral directors 
have to book in cremations as 
part of their service but ‘how’ 
this is done varies from local 
authority to local authority.

Adur and Worthing councils, for 
instance, have an online-only 
booking system for crematoria. 
But, when there was an online 
glitch, firms in the area were left 
unable to book crematorium 
slots for several days.

Worthing Crematorium 
relies solely on the online 
booking system, meaning that 
employees could not step in 
and schedule cremations over 
the phone while the IT problem 
was fixed.

Edward Box said: “Kirklees 
Council operates a dual system at 
Dewsbury Moor and Huddersfield 
crematoriums, which makes a 
lot of sense. For example out of 
hours we can use the simple, 
and effective, online service 
but, during the day, the ‘manual’ 
system takes precedence.

“When you look at the scenario 
that unfolded in Adur and 
Worthing, you appreciate that 
there is a place for both.”

Source: Funeral Services Journal

IT’s a Nuisance!

Architects in Hong Kong have come up with a 
unique way of helping relatives ‘bury’ their loved 
ones – a floating cemetery!

Planners on the tiny island have little option but to 
approve schemes that move skyward, however the 
Bread Studio thought that local bureaucrats were 
missing a trick.

So, they designed a structure featuring hundreds 
of thousands of niches for urns and the cremated 
remains of loved ones.

The aim is for the mammoth structure to float at sea 
but dock for the twice-yearly festivals when Hong 
Kong residents customarily descend on the city’s 
cemeteries to pay their respects to the departed.

Previously only the wealthy had been able to afford 
a traditional grave, however, most of these had been 

taken by the mid 1960’s and were little more than 
small plots tightly crammed into steep hillsides.

More recently columbariums (buildings with niches 
for funeral urns) have come to dominate. But, with 
resistance to more funeral cemetery space from 
residents, the ‘watery’ substitute might soon be very real!

Source: Funeral Services Journal

A Watery Grave?

depart from the funeral home, 
hence the need for a more 
comprehensive facility.

“Equally we live in a more ‘socially 
mobile’ society where family 
members often live hundreds 
of miles from the deceased 
prompting, again, the need 
for greater involvement by the 
funeral director and, indeed, their 
facilities,” added Andrew.

The extension, expected to open 
towards the end of this year, will 
act as a gathering area before and 
after funeral ceremonies, and is 
expected to be of a contemporary 
design. It represents a significant 
investment by the Box family.

“Kirklees Council will be working 
with us closely to ensure that the 
architect’s designs are sensitively 
implemented to complement the 
surrounding area,” added Edward.
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